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The “Epiphany” that God Knows Everything - and Still Loves Us!  
 

With all the social media, phone apps, bank 

accounts we have, how many passwords do we 

have? I have dozens of, hopefully, safe and secure 

passwords. Is that the same for you? Thought so! 
 

Why do we go to such extremes to protect our 

identity? Obviously - we want to be protected 

from identity theft - to feel safe and secure? So, 

we try to do everything we can to protect our 

identity, assets, and our self-worth - by having a 

never-ending list of secure passwords. 
 

Isn’t that the same with our personal lives? Aren’t 

we very guarded about what we let people know 

about us? If people truly knew what we believed, 

we might not be accepted, or worse, bullied. So, 

we have our personal passwords; to keep us safe 

and secure. 
 

If we don’t do that, or God forbid if we slip up, 

forget our passwords, and say something wrong, 

like, I voted for Hillary or Trump; I believe in the 

NRA or total gun control; I believe in the rights 

of all people, especially illegal aliens or kick them 

all out and screen the next ones better; everyone 

should have healthcare or everyone should work 

to have healthcare and not be a drain on society; I 

am all for gay rights or why can’t they stay in the 

closet where they belong! Why can’t black people 

just get over slavery or why can’t we see that 

slavery has never been eliminated. And, God 

loves all people, no matter what or you better love 

God and do what God says, or else. 
 

Whenever we slip up, forget the security of our 

passwords - we’re going to be criticized. We are 

going to hear words we don’t want to hear. We 

will then understand how terribly wrong the 

phrase, “Sticks and stones will break your bones 

(children’s sermon), but words will never hurt you”, is! 
 

We will also understand how wrong the phrase, 

“Perception is reality”, truly is. We will find out, 

the hard way, how words and perceptions will 

destroy our identity and self-worth. Those hate-

filled words and self-guided perceptions - are 

main causes for keeping people living in fear - 

with no hope - no matter how many passwords we 

have; and no matter how protected we might feel. 

Those words and perceptions - might also be - one 

of the main causes for suicide - for all ages! 
 

So, where is the “good news” on this 2
nd

 Sunday 

after Epiphany? What does Epiphany mean? It is 

defined as the revealing of Jesus as the Christ, 

The Messiah, God with us; revealing God’s love 

for the world. 



How was God’s love in Jesus revealed to/world? 

• First, to that marginalized couple laying in 

Bethlehem’s feeding trough - b/c there was 

no RITI - maybe for who His parents were... 

• Next, Jesus was revealed to those Wise 

Men, illegal aliens, who gave the Christ-

child those wonderful and important gifts! 

• Then, Jesus was revealed to the world - by 

going out into His world to bring the “truth” 

of God’s words and perceptions - all about 

God’s love-for all people. Jesus did that with 

His words and actions of: mercy, kindness, 

healing, and forgiveness to all people: 

friends, enemies, women, children, Gentiles, 

aliens - giving all people more hope/peace! 

• Ultimately Jesus was revealed as the Christ 

on M. Thursday…; G. Friday…; E. Tomb… 
 

When the world was looking for the safety and 

security of God in all the wrong places; when the 

world used their words, perceptions, and pass-

words about God; God came with the only words, 

perceptions, and passwords that really matter. 
 

Some of those wonderful words are found in 

today’s incredible faith-nurturing and comforting 

Psalm: God always searches us and knows us; 

God is with when we sit down and get up; God 

knows all our thoughts; God knows every path we 

go down; God knows every word we will ever say 

- before we say them; God is always all around 

us; God formed and knit us together in our 

mothers’ wombs; nothing is hidden; all is known; 

and, we are already written in God’s book of life, 

and every day is already recorded! 
 

Nothing is hidden from God. God knows all - and 

that is really good news; because, God is love - 

and God loves and forgives all; as the Bible attests 

from Genesis - Revelation - even for people who 

did not know God. 
 

That is the “truth” of the God who created and 

loves you - no matter what! That truth has always 

been God’s plan. Samuel didn’t know God, or 

God’s plan for his life, until, God woke him up 

four times that night to reveal God to him - to be 

God’s servant. 
 

God came to Saul, the murderer of the Church of 

Jesus Christ, revealed God’s love for him, turned 

him around, and changed his name to Paul - who 

helped the world know the “truth” of God’s 

amazing grace for all people; and that our bodies 

are God’s Temple on earth, and not to be misused.  
 

And Jesus, God, went to Philip, who went to 

Nathanael, who found out God knew everything 

about him as - he sat under that fig tree - and 

believed! 
 



It’s really not about us; what we have to think, 

say, or even do - to protect ourselves! It’s all 

about God and God’s gift of grace - that has been 

given to us - through Christ - that keeps us safe 

and secure! 
 

In the Epiphany of Jesus Christ, God revealed the 

“truth” of God’s love for the world. Jesus lived 

that “truth” - to help the world know - God loves 

us so much - God personally came to change our 

words, perceptions, and passwords - to change our 

way of life - by helping us know we are always 

kept safely in God’s loving embrace. 
 

Jesus also came to give us the example of living 

lives of humble service and love for all people - to 

reveal the “light” of God’s love to the world - to 

bring more hope, peace, and security into the lives 

of all people. 
 

That same Christ is still being revealed to us, for 

us, and through us, every time we drop an item of 

food in the Second Harvest Food Box; serve at 

RITI or 5
th

 Sunday Breakfast; through all we’re 

doing for TRMS; the Blessing Box; our Parenting 

Classes; and, in a really great and special way last 

Wed. night as we took homemade cookies and hot 

chocolate to the residents at Heartland Nursing 

Home! Blessed to be blessing to all people! 
 

That is the same Christ, God is always revealing 

to us - in this place, in the hearing of God’s Word 

in worship and Sunday School, who always 

comes to us in the waters of the Font and in the 

Meal of God’s grace - where we hear, receive, and 

are empowered to believe - the only words, 

perceptions, and passwords - that really matters 

about our true identity, that keeps us safe and 

secure; “You are a beloved Child of God! You are 

my child; just the way I created you! Now, come, 

follow me! 
 

What if, as God continues to reveal God’s love for 

us, through Christ, often in spite of ourselves; 

what if we helped - wake people up - or helped 

turn people around - to reveal God’s love to 

others? How would words, perceptions, 

passwords, and lives be changed - by the “light” 

and love of God given to the world through the 

Epiphany of Jesus Christ - that keeps us safe and 

secure, forever? And all God’s people said, 

Amen! 


